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Amos iii. 6. 


Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, | and the 
People not be afraid? ſhall there be evil in 
a city, and the Lord hath not done it? 


DN inſurrection of the people 
0 is like the raging of the ſea, 
ſudden and impetuous ; and 
Coma z} whatever may be its real 
or pretended foundation, it 
ſpreads an univerſal terror. Nor is fear, 
when duly regulated, on ſuch an occaſion 
irrational; for who can be ſecure in his per- 
ſon, family, or property, when friend and 
foe lie undiſtinguiſhed, and fall a common 
ſacrifice to the caprice or violence of a law- 
leſs multitude ? LAX IS OD 
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Tx E report of a tumult may be attended 
rg withour an extraordinary emotion of ſpi- 
rit, eſpecially if at a conſiderable diſtance, 
and not likely to reach us; but when it is in 
our neighbourhood, brought to our very 
doors, and the confuſed noiſe continually 
rolling in our ears, the alarm muſt be ye-+ 
ry affecting to all, as it has ſadly proved 
fatal to ſome &: ſo that the prophet might 
well ask, &. ball a trumpet be blown in the ci- 


ty, and the people not be ad 


Ix the ging of the ch God 
Jays a heavy charge againſt the children of 
Tal the family which he brought out of 
Egypt ; You only have I known (ſays he) f 
all the families of the earth; therefore I will 
puniſh you for all your iniquities. Special fa- 
vours call for ſuitable returns. A profeſſing 
people may depend upon ſmarting ſooner 
or later for their wranterefons; God will 
not always continue his abuſed goodneſs, or 
walk with them, if rebellious, in a way of 
proyidential kindneſs, any more than a man 


* Mrs. SIBLEY, an honourable ' e of this church, 
thrown into cone ions, which ended in death, by exceſſiye 
ſurprize at the late diforder in Roſemary-lane. 


would 


» 
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would chuſe to walk or converſe familiarly 
with his enemy; which ſeems to be the 
meaning of the queſtion, Can two walk to: 
gether, except they be agreed? 


Ay leſt they ſhould flatter themſelves 
from the delay of judgment, into an appre- 
henſion they might eſcape the threaten'd 
yengeance, its certainty is repreſented in the 
ſtrongeſt terms: Will a lion rore in the for 
reſt, when he hath no prey? Mill a young lion 
cry out of his den, if he have taken nothing ? 
Can a bird fall in a- ſnare upon the earth, 
where no. gin is for him? Shall one take à 
ſnare from the earth, and have taken nothing 
at all ? As theſe are either highly impro- 
bable, or abſolutely impoſſible, ſo the time 
was haſtening on, when God would terribly 


viſit the tranſgreſſions of this people upon 


them, according to the language of the ho- 
ly prophets, who had denounced their de- 
ſtruction, in caſe of continued diſobedience 
and impenitence. Upon this you haye the 
words of the text; Shall a trumpet be blown 
in the city, and the people not be afraid? that 
is, ſhall notice be given of the approach of 
an enemy to beſiege or ſtorm the city, and 
its inhabitants remain careleſs and unmov'd? 
i aa ons will 
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will not the clattering of arms, the ſound of 
trumpets, drums, and other warlike inſtru- 
ments, make them run together, and in 
wild confuſion, trembling and afraid, will 
they not conſult and provide for the com- 
mon ſecurity ? How criminal then is your 


ſtupidity (as if the prophet had ſaid to / 


rael) who can hear without concern of the. 
Lord of Hoſts coming out againſt you, to 
avenge the quarrel of his covenant? Re- 
member it is a dreadful thing to fall into 
the hands of a living and angry God. And 
leſt in their calamities they ſhould look no 
higher than to ſecond cauſes, and forget the 
righteous hand of God ſtretched out againſt 
them for their ſins, it is added, Ts 1 any 
evil in the city, and the Lord hath not done 


it? Whoever may be the inſtrument of 


trouble, God fits at the helm, ſuperintends 
and governs the whole as ſhall anſwer the 
purpoſes of his glory, whether in the cor- 


rection of his * or ruin of * ene - 


mies. 


TRE 0d | 3 in the fcher 


conſideration of the een is, 


ke 


I. 7 


* 


Ae n * 


I. To give you e account oſ the paf 
ſion of fear. | 


II. 8 you when it may be ſaid to 
exceed, and becomes criminal. 


III. Tu x influence it will have upon us 
when ſanctified, and under the manage- 
ment of the Lord the Spirit, 


IV. SETTLE the different ſenſes of the 
term evil, and enquire how far God is, or is 
not, concern'd in it. | 51055 


I. Wx begin with giving you ſome account 
of the paſſion of fear. And we all know 
it ſtands oppos d to hope; that its object is 
ſome evil, either real or imaginary: and, 
as one obſerves, it is an evil which is future, 


or n proſpett ; for what of that kind is 


wal is the occaſion of joy, that we are de- 


liver'd from it; and what is preſent, or the 
affliction we are immediately under, affects 
us with grief and ſorrow : ſo that it is ſome 
apprehended difficulty, danger, loſs or diſ- 
grace coming upon us, or ſomething which 


| Wl en painful, injurious, or detrimen- 


tal 
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6 Porurar TumuLTs 
tal to us, which is the occaſion of fear; and 


it riſes and ſinks according to the probabi- 
lity of the evil's overtaking us, and the de- 


4 gone of injury we ſhall receive from it. It þ 
f greatly differs in different perſons: in ſome n 
. it diſcovers itſelf in ſolicitude and anxiety, 1: 
N in others in deſpondency z in ſome in de- C 
: ſpair, and in others in a mixture of them ir 
; all: And, as the excellent Dr. War rs . 
| obſerves *, when it ſettles into a habit, it d 
| maintains a moſt dreadful and inſupportable | 
7 tyranny over the mind, and makes life it- fe 
| ſelf a burden. It is not eaſy to ſay what a h 
N diſorder it throws the perſon into where it 

J is violent. What a ſickly languor ſpreads 

J itſelf over the countenance, whilſt the ani- * 
| mal ſpirits are depreſs'd, and the man ready di 
2 to ſink and faint under his frightful and & 
E gloomy apprehenſions. But as this, with ti 
N all the other paſſions of the mind, ſuch as 1 

love, hatred, joy and ſorrow, are better 

: known in experience than by deſcription, I ta 
A proceed to ſhew you, „ 
; V 


\-::TH Wu EN it may be faid to > exceed, 
and becomes criminal. 


* The Doftrine of the ls þ- 56. 115 tp 
l 


8 33 
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Ap to be ſure this is the caſe when it 
is without foundation. Thus how many are 


frighted at the ſight of creatures which are 
not only entirely harmleſs, but in particu- 


lar caſes — uſeful and beneficial? 
Others ſhall be thrown into an agony if left 
in the dark, or if oblig'd to go in the even- 


ing, and alone, near the ſepulchres of the 
dead. Theſe, and others of the like kind, 
may be called irrational as well as ſinful 


fears, and yet how ſadly are ſome perſons 


harraſs'd with them? 


AGAIN, fear is unwarrantable when it 
exceeds, and is ſuperior to the danger or eyil 
dreaded. And it is ſurpriſing how this pats 
ſion magnifies and multiplies things: ſome- 
times ſuggeſting if this or the other affair 
miſcarry, it will be our utter ruin; when 


if it ſhould, and of that we are not cer- 


tain, it is far enough from affecting our 
main intereſt, and we can perhaps very well 


ſpare what is thereby loſt or taken from us. 


Ir there is a tumult in the ſuburbs, fear 
fpreads the confuſion all over the city, and 
if uncheck'd, will ſoon repreſent the whole 

con- 


8 Po PpULAR TUMUL TS 
conſtitution as in the utmoſt danger; hun- 
dreds become thouſands, and every ſtranger 
is dreaded as an enemy, till we recollect our 
ſelves, and begin calmly to enquire into the 
truth of things, and what we have to fear 
or hope from the preſent ſituation of them. 
And how are they to be pitied, as well as 
blam'd, who in the midſt of plenty are fol- 
lowed with carking uneaſy fears of pover- 
ty, whereby they are at once tied up from 
their preſent duty, and render'd continually 
uncomfortable to themſelves i 2 

A pfsrRUs r of providence is uſually 
the companion of immoderate fear. How 
often does it put us upon ſaying, as 1/raet 
| formerly, Can or will God provide a table 
in the wilderneſs * And when we ſee the 
clouds look black, and the ſtorm ready to 
break upon us, and no viſible way of eſcape, 
how are we ſometimes tempted, in the im- 
patience of our ſpirits, to charge God fool- 
iſhly, and entertain unworthy thoughts of 
his power, wiſdom, grace, or faithfulneſs? 
There is indeed a diſhonourable ſtupidity ; 


and it is unworthy the reaſonable creature, 
as well as a reproach to the chriſtian, to be 


* Pal. IXxvili. 19. 


un- 


% / eedEtE Ge LE 4 


* 


Neligiouſly improv' d. 9 
unaffected when God is coming out of his 
place i in a way of judgment, when he ſpeaks 
in his threatenings, or in ſome dark and 
afflictive providences, we ought to hear and 
fear. But to ſay the Lord hath forgotten 
to be graciqus, becauſe we ſee the — in his 
hand; or that he cannot or will not deliver, 
becaiſe the means are hid from us; what is 
this but to limit the Holy One of Hrael, 
whoſe arm is not ſporten d, that it cannot 
ſave; nor his ear heavy, that he cannot hear *. 


Mo Rx OVER, our fears are ſinful when 
they put us upon uſing indirect or unwar- 
rantable means for our eſcape or deliver- 
ance. Nov theſe are either ſuch as God has 
expreſsly forbid, and which we cannot at- 
tend to without a breach of our allegiance 
to him; or which, though otherwiſe indif- 
ferent, may, according to the circumſtances 
of the caſe, prove inglorious to him, or 
hurtful to our fellow- creatures. Thus Saul, 
who had cut off many who had familiar 
ſpirits, and wizards, out of the land, and 
65 could not be ignorant of God's will in that 
matter; in his diſtreſs, when Samuel, was 
dead, and a large hoſt of the Philiſtines 


* Iſaiah lix. 1, 


2 | 0 | came 
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came up againſt him, applied to a witch at 
Endor to know the iſſue of the battle which 
proved ſo fatal to him and his family; ; here- 
in acting contrary to his duty, going out of 
God's way, and bringing freſh guilt and 
trouble on his conſcience. God commands 
the prophet to denounce a woe Zo the re- 
bellious children, that take counſel, but not 
of the Lord; that cover with a covering not 
of God's Spirit; which is called, adding ſin 
zo fin +. Their crime was, that, without 
asking counſel of God, yea contrary to his 
expreſs will, they were for going down-in- 
to Egypt, to ſtrengthen themſelves in the 
ſtreng th of Pharaoh; therefore God threat- 
ens The ſtrength of Pharaoh ſhould be their 
ſhame, and their truſt in the ſhadow of Egypt 
their confuſſon. We are not to do evil that 
good may come of it, nor venture upon ſin 
to deliver us out of the greateſt danger. It 
was a noble reply which Nehemiah made to 
Shemai ab, when he would have tempted him 
to ſhut himſelf up in the temple ; Should 
ſuch a man as I flee? And who is there that 
being as I am, would go into the. temple to 
ſave his liſe? I will not go in. Now it was 
far from being unlawful for him to have 


* x Cam. xxvii. 7, 8, 9, 10. + Ifaiah xxx, 1, 2, 3. 
| 1 | gone 


2 


2 


6 Relipiouſly improv'd. | 11 
gone into the temple, or at another time 
to have endeavoured to have preſerved him- 


ſelf from danger, by flying to that or any 
other place for refuge; but the circum- 
ſtances of the work they were ingaged in, 


the character he bore, the place he filled, 
the advantage the enemy would take, and 
how much it would diſcourage the ſervants 


of the Lord, made that which otherwiſe 
might have been his duty and intereſt, ap- 
pear to him to be ſinful and unwarrantable: 


for thus he repreſents it, Therefore was he 
hired, that I ſhould be afraid, and do ſo and 


fm. And that they might have matter of an 


evil report, that they might reproach me *, 


Tus fear, when groundleſs, immode- 


rate, attended with unbelief, and putting 
us upon ſeeking deliverance by unlawful 
means, is at once our imperfection, crime, 
and puniſhment; for next to jealouſy, the 


canker of the ſoul, there is not a more pain- 


ful paſſion we carry about us. Which leads 
me, 


III. To confider the influence it will have 
upon us when duly regulated, and under 


* Nehem. vi. 11, 13. 
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* posen Tumvrrs 
the conduct and management of the Lord 
the Spirit. And, | N 


- 


1. It will engage the ſoul in cloſe and 
ſerious reflection, according to the wiſe» 
man's advice; * In the day of proſperity be 

 - joyful, but in the day of adverſity conſider. 
And here the firſt and principal inquiry will * 
be into our fate, whether we have good 
| reaſon to conclude we are the children of 
God, accepted in Chriſt, and intereſted in 
the divine love and favour; what evidence 
we have of the pardon of our fins, and that 
if the dreaded evil ſhould overtake: us, it 
will find us among the ſaints who are pre- 
cious in the eyes of the Lord. A good man 
will be frequent, and according to his light, 
deſires to be impartial, in the duty of ſelf- 
examination: he is often calling himſelf to 
an account whether he is in the faith, and 
trembles at the thought of being deceived. 
And that he may perform this duty with 
greater advantage, he is ſometimes proyi- 
dentially thrown into the proſpect of ap- 
proaching death and eternity ; and then he 
18 ſaying to himſelf, what if God ſhould call 
me this day ; if this ſickneſs, or this calamity 


E Eccleſ. vii. 14. 


* 


ſhould 


Religiouſly improv'd. E 
' ſhould prove the means of my removal out 

of this world, ſhall I be found of God in 
peace ; will the judge be my friend, and 
lay to me, Come, thou bleſſed? Nor will 
any thing ſhort of ſcriptural evidence give 
him ſatisfaction; and when the comforter is 
pleaſed to witneſs with his ſpirit, that he is 
an heir of God, and joint heir with Chriſt, 
he is ſometimes, in the face of danger, en- 
abled to join the church, in ſaying, * God 

i my refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent help 
in trouble; therefore will not 1 fear, though 
the earth be removed, and though the mou» 
tains be carried into the midſt of the ſea. 
Thus natural fear is owned to put him upon 
thinking; and whilſt he is muſing, his fear 
_ vaniſhes, and his evidence brightens for a 
glorious eternity. cf 8-6 ta 


 AcaiN, if he is ſtruck with the appear- 
ance of famine,  peſtilence, or war, or any 
other deſolating judgment, ready to break 
forth among the people with whom he 
dwells; he will be ready to lay his hand 
upon his heart, and ſay, alas! Lord, 
what have I done? have I not contributed 
to the general guilt which cries ſo loud for 
F Pfal. klvi 1; 2. 

ven- 


1 
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vengeance? have I been as humble, ſerious, 
and circumſpect as I ought to have been, 
and as might reaſonably be expected from 


one entruſted with ſo many talents? have 
I mourned in ſecret for the abominations of 
the land? have I reproved them by my 
life, and ſuppreſſed them by my authority, 
as far as my influence extended? or rather, + 
have I not given too much occaſion to the 
finner to encourage himſelf in his impiety, 
by my careleſſneſs, coldneſs, and indiffe- 
rence? And whilſt he is looking into his 


ſtate, and reyiewing his conduct, the pro- 


ſpect of approaching judgments will put 
him, when ſanctified, upon enquiring into 
the frame of his ſpirit, whether he is ready 
to go forth and meet his Lord at the ſhorteſt 
warning; and, as having his loins girt, and 
lamp burning, can heartily eccho to the 
cry, behold the bridegroom comes, Amen, 
even ſo come Lord Feſus, come quickly 
David was in a ſweet frame when he ſaid; 
One thing have I defired of the Lord, and 
that will I ſeek after, that I may dwell in the 
houſe of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire 
in bis temple. And whilſt his foul was thus 


* Palm, xxvii. 3, I, 2, 4, 8. 


pantin g 


'  Religiouſly improv d. 15 
panting after God, he could add, The 
Lord is my light, and my ſalvation, whom 
ſhall J fear? The Lord is the ftrength of my 
life, of whom ſhall I be afraid? When the wic= 
ted, even his enemies and foes, came upon him 
to take away his life, or eat up his fleſh, he 
obſerves, they tumbled and fell; and con- 
cludes for the time to come, God would hide 
him in his pavilion, in the time of trouble, in 
the ſecret of his tabernacle would he hide * 
and ſet his feet on à rock, 


2. 3 fours! when uncker the con- 
duct of the Spirit of God, will lay us low 
in our own eyes, and proſtrate us before the 
throne of grace, with humble acknowledg- 
ments of our guilt, vileneſs, and unworthi- 
neſs: for as it is impoſſible to be faithful 
in the examination of our own hearts and 
ways, without obſerving we have ſinned 

againſt heaven, and done much evil in the 
ſight of the Lord; ſo the believer, when me- 


ditating on God's judgments, either threat- 


ned or appearing, will, as the prophet de- 
{ſcribes the man bearing the yoke in his 
youth *, ſet alone and keep ſilence, putting 


bis mouth in the duſ?, if ſo be there may be 


* Lamen. iii. 27, 28, 29. 


hope. 


Cl 
r — 3 * * : 1 * 
oat ones r * 


bope. Thus thepatriarch Jacob, when greatly 


and of 
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diſtreſſed in ſoul, and afraid that his injured 
incenſed brother, now marching againſt 
him with an armed multitude, would ut- 
terly deſtroy him and his family, and take 
his ſubſtance for a ſpoil, in his earneſt ap- 
Plication to God by prayer, makes this 

acknowledgment ; * 1 am not worthy ef, or 
am lefs than the haft of all the mercier, 
all the truth which thou haſt ſhewed 
unto thy ſervant ; for with my ftaff” I paſſed 
over this Jordan, and now I am become two 


Sands. As if he had faid, «© O God of my 


__ ** fathers Abrahamand Iſaac, who, notwith- 


< ſtanding the folly and-ingratitude which 
<< have been found with me, haſt been very 
4 gracious to thy ſervant, though for my 
* unworthineſsthou mighteſt juſtly give me 

* ap to the cruel reſentment of my inraged 
* brother, as I have utterly forfeited thy 


- « favour by my tranſgreſſions; yet for thy 


* mercy fake, and according to that un- 
r merited goodneſs which has followed me 


all my days, preſerve and deliver me.“ 


Tx ne is a ſort of humility which may 
be found with the ungodly in a time of emi- 


355 * 'Gen X zii. 10. 
yy nent 


- © Relipioufly improvd. 19 
nent danger. Thus when the prophet Elijab 
tells * Ahab, who ſold himſelf to work wice 
kedneſs in the fight of the Lord, that he 
would bring evi! upon him, and take away his 
Poſterity, and make his houſe like that of Jes 
roboam : that be who died of Ahab in the 
city, the dogs: ſhould eat; and he who died in 
the fields, the fowls of the air ſhould eat; we 
arè told, that When this moſt wicked 
prince heard theſe words, they affected him 


ſo far, that he rent his clothes, and Put fack- 


cloth upon his fleſh, and faſted, and lay in ſack- 


cloth, and went ſoftly and that the Lord 


had ſuch regard to it, that he ſays to the 


- prophet, See? thou how Ahab humbleth him- 
ſelf before me? Becauſe he humbleth-himſelf 


before me, I will not bring the evil in his 
days; but in his ſon's days will I bring the 


evil upon his houſe. It appears to have been 


a fear of vengeance overtaking him and his 
offspring, a dread of puniſhment, not an 
hatred of ſin, which brought him into the 
duſt before God; whereas a ſaint, when un- 


der the rod, or in the expectation of it, will, 


like Ephraim, be brought to + bemoan him- 


ſelf, and, as turned 1 in/trufted, he will 


be ready to mite on his thigh, and be 


+ Ling xxi. 26, 26, 275 8, 29. + Jer. xxxi. 18, 19. 
D aſhamed, 
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aſhamed, yea even confounded, as any = 
en of 65 South. 


Wuzn the prophet Fonah delivered his 
awful meſſage to the inhabitants of Mineveb, 
that within forty days, if they repented not, 
their city ſhould be deſtroyed ; we are told, 
they believed Gad, and proclaimed a faſt; 
and, as an evidence of their deep humilia- 
tion, put on fackcloth from the greateſt to 
the leaſt of them : for their prince himſelf 
aroſe from his throne, and laid his royal 
robe aſidęe, and covered himſelf with ſack- 
cloth, and ſat in aſhes; and hy an edict for- 
bid food or drink to man or beaſt, and 
ordered. both to be covered with ſack · 
cloth, as expreſſive of their deſert of pu- 
miſhment. ſhould God enter into judgmens 
0 — 


Tuvs as we are aps ch forget ourſelyes, 
and give a looſe to pride and vanity, when 


at peace, and attended with great proſpe- 
rity, God ſometimes very wiſely and gra- 
ciouſſy changes the ſcene, and trouble, 
arp ene and rebuke appear on 
every hand; our fears rife high, and at 
length we are broughe © ourſelves, and, with 
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the returning prodigal, with the utmoſt 
abaſement we acknowledge, Father, we havd 
Jud againſt heaven; and in thy fight. 


3. Fzat, when under the conduct of the 
Holy Spirit, where the cafe may have the 
moſt formidable aſpect, will put us upon 
looking round to ſee if there is not ſome 
help, or foundation for hope, or whether it 
is abſolutely deſpetate, and will admit of no 
relief; and tho* there appear bur little en- 
couragement, and we know not what may be 
the iſſue, it will engage us to make the ven- 
ture, and put it to a trial, throwing our 
ſelves on the compaſſion of a gracious God, 
with whom judgment is a ſtrange work, and 
N his delight. 


5 Davin, when in a very uncomfortable 
and defponding frame, addreſſes himſelf 
in this inſtructive language, #by art 
thou caſt down, O my foul? why art thou diſs 
quicted within me? hope thou in God. As 
if he had ſaid, what though thou art for- 
faken of friends, perfecuted by enemies, 
and danger and death meet thee wherever 


thou turneſt, art thou utterly to caſt 12 
* Pal. xlii. 11, 


e D 2 thy 
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thy confidence? is there no room for hope, 
not for hope in God? cannot he uphold, 
maintain, and ſecure thee? hope thou in 
God. And when the thought of God's pu- 
rity and our pollution, his 3 and our 
ingratitude, ſeem to forbid our approach, 
and cut the ſinews of our expectation, and 
we are afraid of being rejected or cut off, 
like Benbadad and his ſervants, having heard 
the God of Iſrael is a merciful God, we are 
brought, when our fears work kindly, to an 
humble determination to' go out to him, 
hoping that he will fave us alive ; however 
with Job we reſolve, though he ſhould ſlay, 
to put our truſt i in him. 


4. Ovn fears are vilibly - She 2 divine 
conduct, when they ſend us to the mercy- 
ſeat with thoſe pleas which God hath dic- 
tated in his word, and which other ſaints 
have made ule of with ſucceſs. We are not 
on the one hand to imagine that God will 
alter his mind; or break in upon his pur- 
poles and decrees, by our importunity ; or, 
that when we fill our mouths with argu- 
ments, and open our cauſe before him with 
the greateſt liberty, and in_ language the 
molt becoming, he is ſubject to change; for 
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he remains the ſame. He is of one mind, 
and whatever he has determined, comes ta 


paſs, in nature, providence, grace, and glo- 


ry. We are equally to guard, on the other 
hand, againſt an apprehenſion of prayer as 


a matter of indifference, ſince it is every 
where commanded and encouraged by many 


exceeding great and precious promiſes; and 
as we are to be in/tant in prayer, and to pray 
without ceaſing, ſo we are more particularly 
directed to call upon the Lord in the day 


of trouble, who hath undertaken for the 


deliverance of his people, and that they ſhall 
glorify him. Now as fear uſually drives 
us to prayer, ſo, when it is under a ſpiritual 


direQion,. we ſhall be asking wherewithal 


ſhall we come before the Lord, or how ſhall 


we bow ourſelves in his preſence? To go in 


our own polluted worthleſs name, would in- 


creaſe our guilt, by a moſt provoking pre- 


ſumption; to mention our own righteouſ- 


neſs, would betray our pride and ignorance, 
and affront rather than pleaſe: for as Jo- 


ſeph ſaid to his brethren, Except you bring 
your brother Benjamin, ye fhall ſee my face no 
more *. 1o there is no approach to God for 
rebellious ſinners, but in the Lord Jeſus 


3 Cen. i. «4 4. 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, the great mediator, in whom, and 
in whom only, we have acceſs unto the Fa- 
ther by one Spirit; the leading and prinei- 
pal plea therefore, is the merit of the obe- 
dience and ſufferings of the eternal Son of 
God ; or, that for the fake of our great ad- 


vocate, God would beftow this blefling, or 


avert the other impending judgment. On 
this baſis the apoſtle founds his advice, See- 


ing we have a great high prieſt that is paſ- 


fed into the heauens, Jeſus the Son of God, 


who can be touched with a feeling of our infir- 
mities, as he was in all points tempted as we 
are, yet without fin ; let us come boldly to 
the throne of grace, to obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in every time of need. That is, 
whatever the caſe may be, whether we 
are oppreſſed with guilty tears, and under 
melancholly apprehenſions as to the fiery 
indignation of an offended God, or want 
help againſt a temptation or corruption, 


or for our preſent ſupport, or future affiſt- 


ance, all isto be ſought of God, as the God 
and father of our . Jeſus Chriſt, and 


in him the God of all * any conlola. 


tion. 


* Heb. iv. 14, 15, 16. 
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Mor REOVE R, beſides the blood and . 
ouſnels of Chriſt, we are permitted to plead 
with God the fatherly pity there is in 
his heart, the tender bowels of compaſſion 
which are found with him, and the multi- 
tude of his tender mercies. Thus when 
Dauid had fallen, to the breaking of his 
bones, and his tin was ſet home upon his 
conſcience, he does not only ſay, Purge 
me with Hep. and I ball be dleau *; in 
which he is ſuppoſed to have reſpect to the 


blood g& Chriſt, the ſubſtance of that type ; 


but adds, Haue mercy upon me, O God, a 
cor diaꝶ to thy lawnghindne/ſs; according unto 
che mull i tuda of thy tender mercies, blot our 
my tranſgreſſions. Here we are to remem- 
ber, that grace and 'mercy only reign thro? 
righteouſneſs; and that we who live under 
the ſound of the 2 have no warrant to 
look for any bleſſing or falvation, but from 
che * of God in Chriſt. . 


AGALN, 8 the extremity of the 
caſe, and impoſſihility of relief Kerr any 
other hand, as well as the concern which 
God's name and glory have in the deliver- 


f * Pſal. li. 71 and 1. 
ance, 
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ance, with the reproach which would at- 
tend the triumph of the enemy if it ſhould 
be delay'd or deny d, have been produced 
by ſaints as very powerful arguments; when 
ſtanding in the gap, and wreſtling hard for 
themſelyes and a profeſſing people. Thus 


Moſes firſt takes notice of the goodneſs and 


power of God in bringing the people out 
of Egypt, and then humbly ſuggeſts what 
interpretation the Egyptians would be ready 
to make if God ſhould now conſume thein, 
vix. that for miſchief} he had brought them 
out: to flay them in the mountains, and to con- 
fume them from the face of the earth x. And 
thus Daniel, the prophet greatly beloved, 

when in the moſt pathetic terms he Was 
making his confeſſion, and preſenting his 
ſupplications, he praysthat God would cauſe 
his face to ſhine on his ſanctuary, not for his 
righteouſneſs, or that of the people, but 
for his own ſake ; and repeats it again, 0 


| Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, 


bearken and do ; defer not, for thine own ſake, 
O my God; for thy city and thy people are 


called by thy name +. And as God has ſome- 


times ſpared a city or nation for the ſake 
of a few ſaints, ſo it is a very proper way 


* Exod. XXII. 12. Dan. ix. 19. 


of 
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of. reaſoning with him when we are afraid 
of his judgments, that he would ftay his 


hand, and not proceed to deleryed ſeverity, 


for the ſake of thoſe whom he has reſerved 
to himſelf, and not ſuffered to bow the 
knee to Baal; thoſe few precious ones, who 
are ſighing and mourning for the abomina- 
tions which are found in the land. If the 
Meſſiah had not been declared to be the 
ſeed of Abraham, and of the Jewiſh fathers 
according to the fleſh, and it in the moſt 


degenerate fituation of that church, there 
had not been a few who were faithful to the 


God of Iſrael; it is not eaſy to account for 
it, that God ſhould not make an utter end 
of them, ſuch was their idolatry and im- 
piety. And though there are few if any 
of that ſcattered people, who are converted 
in our day; yet are they preſerved for the 
ſake of ſome who ſhall ſpring from them, 
who will one day be brought to look on 
him whom their forefathers pierced, and 
mourn. So that if fears ariſe, leſt God ſhould 
take the candleſtick from among us, or root 


us up as a nation, by civil war, domeſtic diſ- 


ſentions, foreign invalions, or other judg- 
ments; we have yet, bleſſed be his name, 


to plead he has a few names, yea I truſt 
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ſome thouſands in each of the three king- 


doms, who are engraven on the breaſt- plate 


of our great high prieſt: and from the ſuc- 


ceſs which the goſpel has, inconſiderable as 


it is in compariſon of former ages, in being 
made the power of God now and then to 
the ſalvation of a poor ſinner, there is en- 
couragement to hope there are yet remain- 

ing * of the elect to be gathered in, 
and that for their ſakes he wat not IT 
* us. | 


LasTLY, our fears are under a gracious 
direction, when we are brought in the 
ſtrength of the Lord humbly to determine, 
that let the ſtorm break how it will, or 
whatever part of it may light on us, we 
will not forſake our duty, or make ſhi p- 


wreck of faith, and a good conſcience, by 


ſinful compliances. 


Tuis indeed fuppofes that we are ac- 
quainted with our principles, and have 
ſomething more to plead for them, than 
merely receiving them from our anceſtors ; 
that we have let down and ſeriouſly counted 
the colt, and upon judgment and experience, 
after proper deliberation, have ſeen the bal- 
lance 
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lance to be on God's ſide, and that peace 
of conſcience is to be valued above life with 
all its enjoyments. We are not to imagine 
the three worthies, or Daniel who giyes us 
the account of them, had arrived to ſuch a 
pitch of ſtoiciſm, as to be unmayed at the 
fight of a burning furnace, or a lion's den: 
no doubt they were men of like paſſions with 
us; but when they conſider'd the command 
of their prince could-not be complied with, 
without {inning againſt the king of kings, 
their anſwer is, Our God is able to deliver, 
and we truſt he will: but if not, we know 
the worſt ; the ſoul, the immortal part, is 
ſecure from any hurt by fire, *tis the body 
only it can reach, ſo that let thy reſentment 
be what it will, Be it known unto thee, O king, 
that we will not ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip 
the golden image which thou haſt ſet up x. And 
long before this, we are told that Moſes 
the ſervant of God was proof againſt the 
flattering enſnaring honours and pleaſures 
” of a court, as well as the dangerous frowns 
of an angry and potent monarch. 


WE are not. raſhly to run into. danger, 
and if deliverance is offered, whether more 
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immediately by providence, as in the caſe of 
Peter by the miniſtry of an angel, or by the 
inſtrumentality either of friends or foes, we 
are by no means to refuſe it, if it is to be 
had upon honourable terms ; but if we muſt 
either ſin or ſuffer, the ſaint deſires to ſanc- 
tify the Lord of hoſts in his heart, and to 
make him his fear and his dread, and give 
the apoſtle's anſwer to every one who would 
fright him from his duty, H- ought to obey 
God rather than man. And from this re- 
verential regard to the Moſt High, he will 
be jealous, left by impatience and precipi- 
tance he ſhould ruſh into any methods for 


deliverance, but what are juſtifiable and 


commendable. Thus when our fears put 
us upon ſelf-examination, the reſult of which 
is deep humiliation, attended with an inge- 
nuous confeſſion of our fins, and an enquiry 
after help, which we ſeek from God, fol- 
lowing him with pleas of his own provid- 
ing; and though he ſhould ſee fit to defer, 
or with-hold it, with Jeſbua are ſaying, 
as for us and ours, we will ſerve the Lord ; 
or with David (when the people were talk- 
ing of ſtoning him) encourage ourſelves in 
the Lord our God. When theſe are the 
Acts v. 29, 

. Fruits, - 
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fruits, whatever may be the occaſion of fear, 
we have reaſon to bleſs God, as cauſing it 
ſo eminently to work for our good, and for 
conſecrating that to his own ſervice, which 
otherwiſe would be as diſhonourable to him 
as painful to us. We now proceed, 


Laſtly, To ſtate the different ſenſes of the 
term evil, and conſider how far God is con- 
cern'd in it, in anſwer to the queſtion in the 
text, Is there any evil in the city, and the 
Lord uy not done it? 


* evil is either moral, natural, or penal. 


1. THERE is moral evil, or the evil of 
ſin. Thus every thing which is baſe, unjuſt, 
and wicked, contrary to the law of God, 
the light of nature, the dictates of con- 
ſcience, and the being or well being of ſo- 
ciety, is morally, or in its own nature, evil. 
So to deceive or over- reach by ſuperior cun- 
ning, to ſpoil by the rude hand of violence, 
to perſuade to intemperance, to tempt the 
chaſtity of a fellow- creature, to be ungrate- 
ful to parents, or diſobedient to lawful ma- 
ſters or magiſtrates, are moral evils, as well 
as withholding love and obedience from 
God, the moſt amiable object and righteous 

ſovereign. 
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ſovereign. That there is a great deal of 
fin in our world, is to be lamented rather 
than diſputed ; but God 7s of purer eyes than 
to behold, much leſs can he commit {lin : 
it is the abominable thing which his ſou 
bates. What is ſaid of lying, may be at- 
firm'd of every other immorality, with God 
it is impoſlible; as the Pſalmiſt obſeryes , He 
3s not a God who hath pleaſure in wickedneſs, 
neither ſhall evil dwelt with him. The fooliſh 
Shall not ſtand in his fight, and he hates all the 
workers of iniquity. And as Jehoſophat ob- 
ſerv'd to his judges Þ, There is no iniquity 
with the Lord our God, nor reſpett of perſons, 
nor N of gifts. 


b | 4 G o p cannot do evil, as a judicious dir 

X PF vine + obſerves, through ignorance, be- 
*© cauſe of his infinite knowledge ; nor thro? 
« weakneſs, becauſe of his infinite power; 
5 nor through malice, becauſe of his infi- 
* nite rectitude: ” nor is this any imper- 
fecttion, but his higheſt glory. And as it 
is impoſſible he ſhould do iniquity himſelf, 
ſo 54 is in no degree the author or ap- 
prover of it in us. If e think of the fixſt 


* FL v. . f 2 Chron. xix. 7. 
+ See Mr. How on the holineſs of God, Pas: 706. 
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tin; and its entrance into our world, its cer- 
tain God made man upright, and furniſh'd 
him with knowledge and ſtrength ſufficient 
for the performance of every duty, and the 
reſiſting of every temptation : and when 
he fell, as the ſame author obſerves, there 
«« was neither precept, nor outward force; 
* nor inward impulſion ; ?* but the creator 
having prepared the creature as far as could 


in reaſon be deſired for the combat, ſtood 
by as a ſpeQtator. So that God is concern'd 


with moral evil no farther than to permit 
it, and to check and reſtrain it from break- 
ing forth, as it otherwiſe would, to the 


rendering our world an Aceldema, or a cage 


of unclean birds. Where he pardons *, 
he glorifies his holineſs and mercy in re- 
ceiving ſatisfaction from the ſurety, and 
diſcharging the creditor; and where he pu- 
niſhes it, juſtice triumphs, nor has mercy 


any thing to object. 


2. THERE is natural or afflictive evil, 


called fo not as if there would have been 


any affliction had there been no ſin, but as 
it is common to all the ſons and daughters 
of Adam; for man is born to trouble, as the 
ſparks fly upward: and ſome of the beſt 
ſaints have had a very large ſhare of it; not 

| 90 "Uh 
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ſo much as a puniſhment for, but as a means 
of the cure of fin, and for the improve- 
ment of their graces. Now none of theſe 
ariſe out of the duſt, but come from God 
either immediately or by permiſſion ; par- 
ticularly he orders the time when, the in- 
ſtrument by which, the period how long, 
and the degree in which they fhall affect us, 
and the fruits and effects they are to pro- 
duce; all theſe are under his controul, direc- 
tion and management. God tells Abraham, 
* His ſeed ſhould be a ſtranger in a land that 
was not theirs, and be affiited four hundred 
years : and when theſe were accompliſhed, 
according to the divine prediction, we read, 
The ſelf-ſame day all the hoſt of the Lord went 
out of the land of Egypt. And when ſeven- 
ty years were expired, according to pro- 
miſe, God delivered his people from the 
Babyloniſh captivity. And as to the afflic- 
tions of a belieyer, the prophet asks +, Hath 
he ſmitten him as he ſmote thoſe that ſmote 
him ? or is he [lain according to the ſlaughter 
of them that are ſlain by him? In meaſure 
when it ſhooteth forth, thou wilt debate with 


it ; he ſtayeth his rough wind in the day of 5 
his eaſt wind. By this therefore ſhall the ini- | 
quity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the 


* Gen. xv. 13, 14. + Ifaiah xxvii. 7, 8, by 1 
FUL 


© Rehgiouſly improv'd. 33 
fruit to take away his. fin. He who doth not 
willingly affiitt or grieve the children of men, 
will approve himſelt * faithful, in not ſuf. 
fering his people to be tempted above that they 
are able, but will with the temptation alſo 
make a way to eſcape, that they may be able to 
bear it. And tho? + no chaſtening for the 
preſent is joyous, but grievous ; nevertheleſs, to 
a child of God, it ſhall yield the peaceable 
fruits of righteouſneſs : for his light afflictions, 
which, are but for a moment, not. only work 
together for good, but work out for him 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. Satan muſt wait God's leave be- 
fore he can meddle with his ſervant 705; 
and when he had ſtript him of his ſubſtance, 
and bereft him of his children, he can't af- 
fect the peace of his mind, or the health of 
his body, but by a divine permiſſion. And 
when God had ſhew*d the proud enemy how 
far he could uphold grace in a faint tried in 
the fire, what a flood-tide of proſperity roll'd 
in upon his ſeryant, which the malicious 
adverſary could in no degree prevent or in- 
terrupt. It is the mercy of Zion, that God 
holds the rod, as well as the ſceptre, always 
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in his own hand; and as a father proves his 
children, ſo the Lord pities them who fear 


him. 


3. THERE is what di vines call penal 

evil, or the puniſhment of moral evil, in- 
flicted on finners in time or in eternity. 
Thus the deſtruction of the old world by a2 
deluge, the overthrow of the cities of the 
plain by fire and brimſtone, with all the 
other national or perſonal judgments which 
we read of in the Old or New Teſtament, 
may be conſider'd as the vindictive hand of 
God againſt his enemies for their impiety. 
din is the breach of his righteous law, which 
denounces a curſe againſt the violater of it; 
which curſe, in all the dreadful import of 
it, takes place on every finner not found in 


Chriſt. It is upon him in the city, follows 


him into the field; it enters into his habet 
aud ſtore; it reaches the fruit of his body, 
and the fruit of his land and though men 
may call him bleſſed, as poffefling ſometimes 
a large portion of this world, God declares 
he is condemn'd already, and his wrath abides 
upon him. Sometimes the finner is thrown 
into black deſpair, and the poiſon of God's 
wrath is ready to drink up his ſpirit. As 

he 
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de has formerly deſpiſed inſtruction, and 
harden'd his heart againſt God, mocking 
at his reproof, and contemning his counſel ; 
lo he has now the ſentence of eternal death 
within him, and from the horror of a guilty 
and acculing conſcience, is miſerable in him- 
ſelf, and a terror to all about him. Nor is 
blindneſs of eyes, and ſearedneſs of con- 
ſcience, to which God ſometimes judicially 
gives men up, an inconſiderable part of the 

puniſhment of ſin. This is threaten'd the 
followers of Antichriſt, that becauſe they 
F recetud not the love of the truth, that rx 
might be ſaved, but had pleaſure in unrighs 
teouſneſs ; therefore God would . ſend them 
ſtrong deluſfons. that they ſhould believe a lie, 
that they all might be damn d that behzeu'd 
not the truth. O! it is a dreadful thing, 
but ſometimes God in anger ſays concern- 
ing ſinners, They are joined to their idols, let 
them alone; whoever is filthy, let him be 
filthy fill. And how far ſoever Satan and 
infernal ſpirits, who tempt to fin now, may 
torment for it hereafter; and conſcience, 
which the finner at preſent takes a great 
deal of pains to lull aſleep, then prove a 
worm which will never die, continually 


* 2 Thell, ij. 11, 12. 
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gnawing and accuſing him; yet whoever 
are the executioners of divine wrath, and 
whatever the means of puniſhing, God is 
ſtill the judge, who abhorring the crime, 
will pronounce ſentence, and ſheath the ſword 
of his yengeance in the hearts of his ene» 
mies. 


THrvs what there is of {in or moral evil in 
the city, is contrary to God's nature, oppoſite 
to his will, and diſhonourable to his name; 
what of natural or afflictive evil, is under 
the regulation of his providence, and ſub- 
ſervient to his glory, and the good of his 
people; what is penal, is from his hand as 
a jealous God, who will by no means clear 
the guilty : In the whole, he is the judge 
of the univerſe, who can do nothing but 


what 1s right. 


APPLICATION. 


4A 


1. War reaſon have we to bleſs God 
for his great mercy to the nation in gene- 
ral, and this city in particular. We have 
been a people often ſaved of the Lord, our 


provocations run high; the nature, number, 
and 
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and aggrayations of our ſins call aloud for 
vengeance. We have heard of peſtilence, 
war, and famine. at a diſtance ; but they 
have not -reached our borders. The late 
alarm may teach us what God can do, may 
it have its proper influence. May we think 
of our ways, and turn to him : ſurely his 
goodneſs ſhould lead us to repentance. . Is 
there a people round about us more happy ? 
have we not the liberty of God's houſe ? 
has he not crowned the year with his good- 
neſs? do we not {it under our vines and fig- 
trees, none making us afraid ? what is want- 
ing but a grateful heart, and an holy life? 
Should we go on to awaken his reſentment, 
by our diſcontent, profaneneſs, and ingra- 
titude, what have we to expect, but that 
in judgment he will let us feelingly know 
the worth of our mercies in the want of 
them ? Strange deluſion ! to be ever murmur- 
ing when we 85 nothing to complain of ſo 
much as ourſelves, and our diſloyalty to the 
God and giver of all our enjoyments ! 


2. LET not the perſecutor, oppreſlor, or 
' injurious, promiſe himſelf indemnity from 
the permiſſive ſufferance of providence, or 
think to ſhroud himſelf under the yain ap- 

prehenſion 
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prehenfion of being guiltleſs, becauſe he i is 


uſed as an inſtrument to puniſh an un 
people. The * AHrian was the r0d of Gods 


wrath, ana gave him a charge te take the 
poi, and the prey, to tread them down like 
Phe mire in the ftreet. Notwithſtanding 
which, as this was very far from being inthe 
thoughts of that enemy, God declares, when 
he had performed his whole work upon mount 
Zion, and on Jeruſalem, he would puniſh the 
frat of the ſtout heart of the king of Aﬀyria, 
and the glory of his high Tooks. And thus the 
apoſtle Peter charges wickedneſs and mur- 
der on the Jes, for crucifying the prince 
of life; at the fame time declaring they 
could have had no power againſt him, but 
as he was delivered by the determinate counſel 
and foreknowledge of God f. Though all 
things ſhall work together for good, to 
them who love God; and offences and in- 
juries will come; yet woe to the man by whom 
they come : it were better for him that a mill. 
one were hung about his neck, and he were 
raſt into the ſea. God is far from command- 


* Iſaiah x. 5, 6, 12, 13. + Aft ii. 23. 
ing 


anger, and it is ſaid he /ent him againſt an 
M pocrikical nation, againſt the people of his 
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ing or countenancing rebellion, riots and diſ- 


orders, yea. he will ſeverely puniſh the au- 


thors of them, though he make them ſerve 


the purpoſes of his glory. 

3. How ſhould we pity and pray for 
ſtupid incorrigible ſinners, who are deaf to 
the language of merey, and the voice of 
judgment! God ſpeaks once, yea twice, and 
they hear bim not. He is long ſuffering, and 


does not ſpeedily ſtrike, therefore their 


hearts are fully ſet in them to do wickedlys 
What ſhall I fay to you, will nothing awaken 


you but the flames of hell? muſt you feel 


the vengeance of God before you fear it; 
O the hardening nature of fin! Poor miſ- 
taken creatures, you will one day hear the 
trump. of God calling you to his tribunal, 
when the heavens will paſs away with a. great 
naiſe, and the elements melt with fervent heats 
How will you bear the opening of the books 
whenthe wholeof your ſecret wickedneſs will 
be laid open before angels and men, and con- 
ſcience atteſt eyery charge; when the frown- 
ing judge will ſeal your doom with @ depart 


from me, ye curſed? how will your faces ga- 


ther blackneſs, and with what earneſtneſs 
will you cry, though in vain, to the rocks 
| | and 


** 
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and mountains to cover you? Be perſuaded 
then to beg grace to flee from the wrath to 
come; Kiſs the ſon, left he be angry, and ye 
periſh from the way, when his wrath is kind- 
led but a little; bleſſed are all W who > 
mw Fre 7 in him * 


4. Wnar encouragement is here for the 
weak and fearful in Zion. Remember not a 
ſparrom falls to the ground without your hea- 
venly father ; he has all hearts and all hands 
under his management; he ſays to the rage 
of your enemies, as to the proud waves of 
he ſea, hitherto ſhall ye go, and no farther. 
Can you commit your ſouls, and their im- 
portant concerns, into his hands, and not 
cruſt him with your ſubſtance, and natural 
lives? be not faithleſs, but believe. Remem- 
ber he that has deliyered, is yet able to de- 
liver; go then to your father, call upon 
him in the day of trouble, and you need not 
be afraid of evil tidings, while your hearts 
are fix'd, n in the Lord. 


a TO? Let us eye the leadings of pro- 
Are, and take ſpecial notice of the ap- 


. * Pfal. il. 13. 
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pearances of God for us; and from what we 
ſee of his diſtinguiſhing goodneſs, learn to 
love him more, and ſerve him better, ho- 
nouring him by 4 ſteady truſt and depen- 
dance, and callitig upon our fouls, and all 
that is within us, to bleſs his holy name. Some 
of you I know, and with good reaſon, have 
been greatly affected with the late tumult, 
and the kind hand of your God upon you, 
in preſerving your perſons and dwellings : 
Beg of him to keep it upon the thoughts 
of your heart, and inſpire you with new vi- 
gour in his ſervice; let him have the at- 
fection of your ſouls, the praiſe of your lips, 


and the obedience of your lives. Thus will 
you be prepared for every change, and 


may comfortably leave future events with 
him, who is the great governour of the 
world, your father, and your friend. 


Ius ofily to add: May the God of 


peace be the glory of our nation, and on 


that glory conſtantly ſpread a defence; that 
whilſt nature, well coneerted alliances, and 


: Britiſh courage, conſpire to render foreign 


invaſions unſucceſsful, we may not deſtroy 


_ ourſelves, or fall an eaſy prey to the ene- 
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May we be EY ſenſible of 'the merby of 
Proteſtant government; and whilft our iyi 
And religious, liberties are lecured inviolas 
ble, let us in our ſeveral ſtations Endeavour 
to fear, God, And keep his commandments; 


honourthe king, and meddle not with them 
who are given to changee. 


K N. 
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